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Introduction 
 
In the context of the European Year of Creativity and Innovation 2009, the Committee 
of the Regions is organising a two-day forum on 20 and 21 April 2009 to showcase 
the importance of creativity and innovation for the economic development of Europe's 
regions and cities. The event will provide a platform for exchanging best practices 
and brings together – with the support of the European Commission - 100 young 
creative talents and another 200 experts from all over Europe. 
 
This note provides the about 30 speakers and moderators of the event with some 
background information and a detailed agenda. For a better recognition, the 'script' of 
the event have been put in yellow. 
 
The audience of the event will consist of. 
 

·  100 'Young European Talents', a group of young people from 24 European 
countries who have gone through a process of selection in January 2009; 
they are artists, musicians, architects, designers, film directors or other. 

·  Another 300 experts in regional/urban development, creative industries 
and innovation from European regions and cities; 

·  50-60 international, Belgian and Brussels-accredited journalists 
accompanying the event at different times. 

 
For questions and suggestions please contact: 
 
Wolfgang Petzold 
Head of Unit, Committee of the Regions 
wolfgang.petzold@cor.europa.eu 
Phone. +32 2 282.23.58;  
Mobile: +32 473 11 87 07 
 
Jean-Marc Joachim 
Committee of the Regions 
jean-marc.joachim@cor.europa.eu 
Phone: +32 2 282.25.30 
 
More information on the event is available at: www.europa.eu/creativityforum   
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Script of the event for speakers and moderators 
 
Monday, 20 April 2009 
 
Committee of the Regions, Rue Belliard /Belliardstraat 101 
 
8:00 Registration and welcome coffee (5th floor) 
 
 8:30-8:55 Briefing meeting of the moderator and the speakers in the VIP room 
 of the 5th floor.  
 
9:00-9:30  
 Session needs to start sharp, because Mrs Quintin has to leave after her  
 speech. 
 
Welcome 
Room 52 (hearing rooms 51 and 53) 
 
 In room 52, places will be reserved for the 100 talents (in the middel rows), the 
 speakers – first rows on the right side, and for the press on the left side, first 
 rows. 
 
Interpretation will be provided from/into English, French, German and Spanish. 
 

·  Gerhard Stahl, Secretary-General of the Committee of the Regions 
 (5 minutes) Mr Stahl will welcome the participants and introduce the 
 programme and Mrs Quintin –who is supposed to leave at 9:30 - and Mrs Van 
 den Brande. 

 
Welcome Addresses 
 

·  Odile Quintin , European Commission Director General  for Education, 
Training, Culture and Youth 

 (10 minutes) Mrs Quintin will elaborate on the context of 'European Year of 
 Creativity and Innovation', its political context and impact on education, 
 culture and the (creative) economy.  
·  Luc Van den Brande , President of the Committee of the Regions 
 (10 minutes) Mr Van den Brande will elaborate on the importance of creativity 
 and innovation for the economic development of Europe's regions and cities.  
 

 Mr Stahl  will ask the moderator, Mrs Jacki Davis, and the two key note 
 speakers of the first session, Dr de Propris and Dr Gritsai (all of them seated 
 right from the podium in the first row) to take over. 
 
 Mrs Stahl, Mr Van den Brande and Mrs Quintin leave the podium. 
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9:30-12:15 
Debate: “What makes regions and cities creative?” 
 
Moderator: Jacki Davis,  Communication Director, the European Policy Centre, 
Brussels 
 
 (5 minutes) Mrs Davis presents herself, the two speakers and the purpose 
 of the first session of the day. While the two keynote speeches are meant to 
 throw 'a bird's eye view' on Europe and to give an overview on current 
 research carried out on regional and local approaches to stimulate creativity 
 and innovation, the  panel debate will be built on projects and empirical 
 evidence 'from the ground'. 
 
Keynote Speeches  
 
 9:30+ - 10:00+ 
 
Dr Lisa de Propris,  University of Birmingham, United Kingdom  
 
 (10 minutes) Dr de Propris will present an overview on research as regards 
 creative industries and clusters and their importance for regional and urban 
 development.  
 
Dr Olga Gritsai, University of Amsterdam, The Nethe rlands 
 
 (10 minutes) Dr Gritsai will present the design and findings of the ACRE 
 project which focuses on the question on how metropolitan regions across 
 Europe are fostering creative knowledge and competitiveness.  
 
 (10 minutes) Mrs Davis invites the audience including the participants in the 
 listening rooms to ask questions or to comment on the keynote speeches.  
 
 Mrs Davis thanks the two speakers and Mrs de Prorpris and Mrs Gritsai go 
 back to their seats. 
 
 Mr Davis invites the panellists – seated in the first rows right from the podium 
 – to enter 'the stage'. 
 
Panel Debate  
 
 10:00+ - 10:30 (Introductory statements) 
 
 (20 minutes+) Mrs Davis  invites each panellists  

·  to present him-/herself briefly,  
·  to give an idea of the projects they represent; 
·  to give a 'one sentence answer' to the question 'What makes regions and 

cities creative?' 
 
 Introductory statements will not be longer than three minutes per speaker. 
 They should be given avoiding 'speech style' as much as possible. The use 
 of slides or videos will be restricted to three slides per speaker or two 
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 additional  minutes of length in case a video. Panellists making use of this 
 option should send  copies to the  organisers during the week before the event 
 
 
Julián Sánchez Pingarrón,  Regional Minister Territorial and Urban Development of 
Castilla-La Mancha, Spain, accompanied by Mia Hägg , architect 
 
Prof. Dieter Gorny,  Director of the Ruhr 2010 City of Creativity, Essen, Germany 
 
Lotta Lekvall,  Director of 'Nätverkstan' and Vice-President of the European Network 
Encatc, accompanied by Jörgen Svensson , artist 
  
Dominique Roynette,  Communication Director of the Regional Council of Pays de la 
Loire, France 
 
Juliet Williams,  Chair of the South West of England Regional Development Agency, 
United Kingdom 
 
Vlastimil Vesely,  CEO at the FIRST Innovation Park, Brno, Czech Republic 
 
 10:30+ - 12:00 
 
 The panel debate 'What makes regions and cities creative?' aims to 
 illustrate how creative and innovative strategies or initiatives can impact on 
 regional development. Following the open question, the panellists will be 
 invited to comment on these questions 
 

1. How do creativity and innovation 'happen'?  
2. What are necessary ingredients at local or regional level to foster creativity 

and innovation? 
3. Can public administrations create creativity and innovation? 
4. What lessons can be learnt from (un)successful approaches and 

programmes supporting creativity and innovation? 
5. What can the creative economy do in face of the current economic crisis? 

 
 The list of questions in indicative and Mrs Davis may ask other questions  too, 
 depending on what panellists say in their introductory remarks, in order to 
 ensure a lively and interactive debate. 
 
 The moderator will 

·  first address the question to two or three of the panellists 
·  then invite the audience to contribute; 
·  finally give the floor to those panellists who wish to comment. 
·  Contributions should not exceed two minutes each.  

 
 12:00+ - 12:15 
 
 Instead of concluding the debate, each panellist will be asked this final, 'one-
 minute-for-the answer' question:  
 
 If there was just one thing the EU could do to support creativity and  innovation 
 in its regions and cities, what would it be – i.e.what is your top priority for 
 action at EU level?” 
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 After this round, Mrs davis offers the possibility to Mr Matthew Jarrett of the 
 Arts Council England to briefly present the 'Big M Tour' exhibition which 
 outside the CoR premises. 
 
 Mrs Davis closes the debate, thanks the panellists, the audience and the 
 interpreters and gives an overview over the rest of the day: 
 
 A lunch buffet is waiting in the Atrium of the 6th floor; 
 Between 14:00 and 17:00, there is time for networking within the five creative 
 villages; 
 During the same time, people are also invited to visit an exhibition featuring 
 short films of 15 European artists on the issue of 'European identity' outside 
 the building 50 meters to the right on the 'Jean Rey Place'; 

On 16:00, there will be a short instruction and presentation by the 'Euro 
Creator project' on the 5th floor; 

 Between 17:00 and 18:00, in the same area, there will be the second panel 
 debate with Commissioner Jan Figel, the 'creativity ambassadors' Karlheinz 
 Brandenburg, Damini Kumar, and Blanka � íhová, as well as András Szalay, 
 member of the Committee of the Regions; 
 Finally, beginning at 20:00, in the Centre of Fina Arts, BOZAR, there will be 
 the evening reception including a concert.  
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12:30-14:00 
Lunch buffet  
Atrium 6th floor 
 
 
14:00-17:00 
'Creative Villages', Committee of the Regions , 5th floor 
Networking among the young European talents and the participants in five villages on 
(1) Arts and Culture; (2) Science, Research and Innovation; (3) Media, Information 
and Communication Technologies; (4) Urban Creativity; (5) Social Innovations. 
 

For the networking in the five 'villages', the 5th floor will be set up as an open 
working space related to the five themes. These 'villages' will provide for the 
'villagers', the necessary facilities to present their achievements, questions 
and ideas to the other talents. For the 2.5 hours available, it is suggested to 
get together in small groups of not more than 5 people and to change groups 
every 20 min. in order to learn about everybody in your 'village'. Everybody 
should feel free to use the existing facilities, for example to present posters, 
power point presentations short videos or other means. The distribution of 
brochures, however, should be avoided. 

 
Euro Creator,  a project supported by the European Commission, the British 
Computer Society and FIS Community, an Apple Regional Training Centre based in 
Dublin, Ireland, at the Dun Laoghaire Institute of Art, Design and Technology, will 
offer information on a pan-European platform for students and educators to get 
creative and share their work. 
 
 Advisers of Apple/Euro Creator will give an introductory presentation into 
 web tools on 16:00, 5th floor. 
 
The exhibition "The Big M European Tour" can be visited during and after the 
forum. The exhibition, organised with the support of the North East England Office, 
features short films of 15 European artists on the issue of 'European identity'. The 
exhibition can be found on the Place Jean Rey, in front of the Committee of the 
Regions, 50 meters right of the main entrance. 
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17:00-18:00 
5th floor (Atrium) 
 
 16:30-16:55 Briefing meeting of the moderator and the speakers in the VIP 
 room of the 5th floor. 
 
Debate: Making Europe more creative 
A debate with Commissioner Ján Figel' and Ambassadors of the European Year of 
Creativity and Innovation (EYCI)  
 
The debate will be held in English. 
 
 The situation is an open stage including chairs and microphones for the 
 panellists. The panel debate 'Making Europe more creative' will be held in 
 a talk-show like atmosphere focusing on the practical experiences of the 
 panellists and ideas to foster creativity and innovation at European level. 
 Each panellist will get a specific question to start with  including the possibility 
 to present him-/herself. 
 
 Answers should not exceed two minutes. 
 
Moderator: Jacki Davis , Communication Director, the European Policy Centre, 
Brussels  
 
Panellists: 
 
 17:00-17:50 
 

·  Ján Figel' , European Commissioner responsible for Education, Training, 
Culture and Youth 

We are now one third of the way through the Year of Creativity and Innovation 
– what do you think it has achieved so far and what more do you hope can be 
achieved by the end of the year? 
 
·  Karlheinz Brandenburg,  Germany, Professor and researcher in 

information and communication technologies, EYCI Ambassador 
 Having worked in the US and EU, which education system do you feel is better 
 geared towards stimulating innovative thinking and creativity at a young 
 age, and why? 
  

·  Damini Kumar,  Ireland, designer and inventor, EYCI Ambassador 
You are currently designing a “classroom of the future”. How different would it 
look to the ones we have all been in and why, and what can policy-makers do 
to support the transition? 
 
·  Blanka � íhová,  Czech Republic, Professor in microbiology, EYCI 

Ambassador 
 Five years after accession to the EU, what are the current challenges for 
 universities and students in the Czech Republic? Is enough being done to 
 foster creativity and innovation in  universities in your country and across the 
 EU, and how important is this? 
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·  András Szalay,  Hungary, Member of the Committee of the Regions, 
Vezprem 

What role does the regional and local level have in supporting creativity and is 
there scope to do better? How can Europe help? 

 
 Mrs Davis invites the audience to contribute to the debate while focusing on 
 two aspects:  
 

·  What does nurture creative and innovative talent? 
·  Which lessons to be learnt for policy-makers at regional level?  

 
 17.50-18:00 
 
 Instead of concluding, Mrs Davis invites the panellists to a 'one-minute-
 answer'-to the question: 
 

If there was just one thing the EU could do to support creativity and innovation 
in its regions and cities, what would it be – i.e. what is your top priority for 
action at EU level? 
 

 Mrs Davis thanks the panellists and the audience and closes the debate. 
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20:00-23:00 
Forum Reception 
Social event in BOZAR, the Centre for Fine Arts, Rue Ravensteinstraat 23, 1000 
Brussels, including live music. 
 
 Expected 300 participants arriving as of 20:00 including the members of the 
 Bureau of the CoR. Stage will be in front of a sculpture in the 'Salle Horta'. 
 
 (tbc) Either President van den Brande or Laurent Thieule will announce the 
 pieces below played by the young talents. The five parts will be interrupted by 
 10-15 min breaks. 
 
 
Concert in BOZAR, Salle Horta' on 21 April, 20:30 
 
1)  Duo by Ewa Murawska, Poznan, Poland (flute) and  Virginia Martinez 
 Fernandez, Murcia, Spain (piano) 
 

Georg Friedrich Händel: Trio-Sonate 
 
2)  Duo by Ewa  Murawska (flute) and Anna-Teresa Ma cias-Garcia, 
 Salamanca, Spain (harph)  
 
 Antonio Vivaldi  "Largo" (from "Winter", in "The four seasons")  
 Georges Bizet:  Intermezzo 
 Josef Molnar: Sketch for flute and harp 
  
3)  Jan Oelmann, Leipzig, Germany  
 
 Bonaparte Crossing the Rhine/The Tailor's Twist (traditional Irish hornpipes, 
 violin 
 Lord Franklin (Traditional English ballad), voice and accoustic guitar. 
 Morrison's Jig/Tobin's Jig (traditional Irish Jigs) - Solo Violin 
  
4)  Trio : Ewa Murawska (flute), Rudolfo Vieira, Az ores, Portugal (violin) and 
 pianist 
 
 Pieces by Bach and Telemann (tbc) 
 
5)  Trio with flute, violin and piano with two solo  voices 
 
 "What a wonderfull world"- 
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Tuesday, 21 April 2009 
 
09:00-12:00 
Discovering Creative Belgium: Five tours  
Guided bus tours to projects supporting artists, creative industries and innovation 
followed by a panel debate. All bus tours will begin in front of the Committee of the 
Regions, Rue Belliard/Belliardstraat 101. Presentations will be held in English. The 
tours in the end to the 'Halles des Tanneurs', Rue des Tanneurs/Huidevettersstraat 
58-62, 1000 Brussels.  
 
The tours and the debate were partly developed in cooperation with the following 
federative Authorities of the Belgian Federal State:   
 

·  the Brussels-Capital Region, Delegation to the EU and the External 
Relations Directorate;  

·  the Flemish Community, Ministry of Education and Training;  
·  the French Speaking Community and the Walloon Region; General 

Delegation to the EU, and the Ministry of the French Community of 
Belgium; 

·  the Ministry of the German Speaking Community of Belgium. 
 
 

·  Tour 1:  Town planning in Brussels : A guided tour prepared by the 
organisation ARAU (for 'Atélier de Recherche et d'Action Urbaines') most 
recent aspects of town planning and 'creating creative places' in Brussels 
includes a visit to the 'Tout & Taxis' area, an award-winning urban 
development project bringing together residential accommodation, shops, 
offices, services and public utilities. 

 
 Web ARAU: http://www.arau.org 
 Web Tour & Taxis: http://www.tour-taxis.com/ 

 
·  Tour 2: Hightech research made in Belgium: The IMEC in Leuven is a 

world-leading independent research center in nanoelectronics and 
nanotechnology with a  staff of more than 1,650 people include over 500 
industrial residents and guest researchers. 

 
 Address: Kapeldreef 75, B-3001 Heverlee 

 Web: http://www2.imec.be/ 
 
·  Tour 3: Arts and technology  IMAL, the 'Interactive Media Art Laboratory', is 

a center for digital cultures and technology. The visit of the center will be 
organised by its director, Yves Bernard, and includes a preview of "Fractal 
Flowers", an interactive exhibition by Miguel Chevalier, Paris. 

 
 Address: Quai des Charbonnages/Koolmijnenkaai 30 
 Web: http://www.imal.org/ 
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·  Tour 4: Belgian comic strip art: In the Royal Museum of Fine Arts, the 

exhibition "Brussels Comics: Frame of Reference" presents one hundred 
years of comic strip through the eyes of 20 contemporary Belgian authors, 
showcasing the links between the Belgian school and the major comic strip 
trends throughout the world. 

 
 Address: Rue de la Régénce/Regentlaan 3 

 Web: http://www.fine-arts-museum.be/site/EN/frames/F_expo.html 
 
·  Tour 5: Start-up social innovation:  Start-up social innovation:  The Atelier 

de Tanneurs in the centre of Brussels is a former wine trading house which 
has been turned into a meeting place and incubator for business start-ups with 
the support of the EU structural funds. 

 
 Address: Rue de Tanneurs/Huidevettersstraat 58-62 

·   Web: www.hallesdestanneurs.be 
 



 13

12:00-13:30  
Debate: Discovering Creative Belgium 
A debate among Belgian experts in the Atelier de Tanneurs, Rue de Tanneurs/ 
Huidevettersstraat 58-62 
 
Interpretation will be provided from/into English, French and Dutch. 
 

The situation in the 'Atelier de Tannuers is an open stage with chairs for the 
panellists. The panel debate "Discovering creative Belgium" aims to 
present to the audience (talents and experts from all over the EU, experts from 
Belgian institutions and journalists) a map of creativity and innovation in 
Belgium. In the first part of the debate Philippe Kern will ask each panellist a 
question allowing to elaborate on his/her field of expertise. The second part of 
the debate will focus on the four questions below and  should involve the 
audience as well. 

 
·  What are necessary ingredients at local or regional level to foster creativity 

and innovation?  
·  Can public administrations create creativity and innovation with which 

means?  
·  What lessons can be learnt from (un-) successful approaches and 

programmes supporting creativity and innovation?  
·  What can the creative economy do in face of the current global economic 

crisis? 
 
Moderator: Philippe Kern , founder and managing director of KEA European Affairs, 
Brussels 
 
Panellists: 
 
Pascal Cools, Director of Flanders District of Creativity, Leuven 
Possible question: According to the experience of Flanders DC, how can a region 
learn to be more creative? 
 
Caroline Mierop , Director of La Cambre, the National Superior School for Visual 
Arts, Brussels 
Possible question: In teaching ' creative professionals', is there something special 
'made in Belgium' and what international trends can be observed? 
 
Claude Lepere , Competitive Intelligence Manager, ASE, Economic Development 
Agency, Wallonia, Liège  
Possible question: In helping enterprises to be more innovative and competitive, what 
has worked and what has not worked from the perspective of the Development 
Agency? 
 
Dominique Barthelemy , Director General for General Affairs, Ministry of the French 
Community of Belgium 
Possible question: What are the most successful approaches to foster creativity and 
innovation from the viewpoint of a ministry? 
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Prof. Dr. Michel Quevit , Professor of regional management at the University of 
Louvain-La-Neuve, executive director of RIDER II (Networks, Innovation and 
Regional Development) 
Possible question: After comparing regional innovation programmes from all over 
Europe over recent years, what can be said on the approaches chosen by the 
Belgian regions and communities? 
 
Myriam Pelzer , Head of Brussels' Office of the German-speaking Community of  
Belgium  
Possible question: Which experiences does the German-speaking Community have 
in fostering creativity and innovation? 
 
13:30-14:30 
Lunch buffet  in the Atelier de Tanneurs 
 
Bus transfer to the European Parliament 
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15:00-16:00 
European Parliament, Hemicycle, Rue Wiertz/Wiertzstraat 60  
 
Interpretation will be provided from/into all official EU languages 
 
Plenary Session of the Committee of the Regions 
 
Panel discussion on creativity in the EU regions an d cities 
 
 Situation: Hemicycle of the European Parliament, Plenary Session of the 
 Committee of the Regions. The 344 members as well as participants of the 
 Forum on 'Europe's Creative Regions and Cities' are in the room. President 
 Luc van den Brande and the four  speakers are already seated on the podium. 
 
 At 15:00 , the President invites the 'Young European Talents' and the 
 Members who had proposed them for a group photo in front of the podium. 
 

In parallel, a 5-minutes video report from the Forum on 'Creativity and 
Innovation' will be shown.  
 

 15:02+ - 15:07 
 
Video report and presentation of the '100 talents  (5 minutes) 
 
 President Luc van den Brande will open the Plenary Session by announcing a
 one-hour debate on the 'role of creativity and innovation for regional and local 
 development'. The introductory interventions will be followed by members'  
 contributions  from the floor. 
 
Keynote speeches  
  
 15:07+ - 15:20 
 
Four out of 100 'Young European Talents': 
Manuela Kerer, Ramona P � tr �� canu, Rosa Stourac McCreery and Frederico 
Duarte  
 
 From the group of the 100 invited to the forum, each of the four will present 
 her/his local and European experience – within four minutes of speaking time - 
 including ideas on what Europe could do to involve young European better 
 into a more creative and innovative environment. 
 
 15:20+ - 15:30 
 
Damini Kumar,  National University of Ireland, Maynooth, Programme director for 
'Product Design', Ambassador of the European Year of Creativity and Innovation 
 
 The intervention of Mrs Kumar will focus on the role of education in fostering 
 creativity and innovation. 
 
 15:30+ - 15:40 
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Birgit Buschmann, Government Director, Ministry of Economics, and Klaus Haasis, 
CEO of MFG-Innovation, Baden-Württemberg, Germany  
 
 The intervention of Mrs Buschmann and Mr Haasis will focus on 'strategies to 
 foster creative industries in Baden-Württemberg - from regional to international 
 cluster collaboration' including a presentation of the ‘Creativity World Forum’ to 
 be hosted by the region between 30 November and 3 December 2009.  
 

 
15:40-16:00: Discussion with the members of the Com mittee of the Regions 
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Biographical notes of speakers and moderators 
 
(in the order of appearance) 
 
Monday, 20 April 2009, 9:00-9:30+  
Committee of the Regions, Rue Belliard 101, room 52  (5th floor) 
 
Interpretation will be provided from/into English, French, German and Spanish. 
 
Welcome 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Welcome Addresses 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Luc van den Brande, born in 1945, Doctor of Law, President of 
the Committee of the Regions since February 2008. Belgian 
Fedreal Minister for Employment and Labour (1988-92), Minister-
President of the Government of Flanders (1992-95; 1995-99), 
Vice-President in the Council of Europe's Parliamentary Assembly 
and President of the assembly's EPP/CD group. 

Odile Quintin , born in 1945, is Director-General for 
Education, Training, Culture and Youth with the 
European Commission. After her law studies and 
research, she entered the Commission services in 1971 
where she started in the Agriculture and External 
Relation DGs. Between 2000 and 2005, she was 
Director-General for Employment and was appointed to 
her current position in 2006. 

Gerhard Stahl,  born 1950, is Secretary-General with the 
Committee of the Regions since 2004. He graduated in 
economics in Berlin  and held posts at the Federal Ministry of 
Finance, he worked in the European Parliament, for the Ministry 
for Economics in Schleswig-Holstein, and the Ministry for 
European and Federal Affairs. Between 1995 and 1999, he was 
Member of the Cabinet of the then Commissioner for Regional 
Policy, Monika Wulf-Mathies and became Deputy Head of 
Cabinet for Pedro Solbes, the then Commissioner for Economic 
and Monetary Affairs in 1999. 
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Monday, 20 April 2009, 9:45-10:15+ 
Committee of the Regions, Rue Belliard 101, room 52  (5th floor) 
 
Interpretation will be provided from/into English, French, German and Spanish. 
 
Moderator 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keynote Speakers  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Dr Lisa De Propris  is senior lecturer in industrial economics at the 
University of Birmingham and specialised in clusters research, regional and 
urban development and creative industries. She has published extensively 
on the competitiveness of clusters, public policies for development, and 
more recently on innovation and creative industries. She is currently 
involved in a NESTA-sponsored project looking at mapping creative 
industries in the UK and at the links between creative industries and 
regional innovation. She holds visiting positions at the University of 
Bologna (Italy), the University of Florence (Italy) and the University of 
Clermont-Ferrand (France); has  chaired and co-organised international 
conferences as well as themed workshops. 
Email: l.de_propris@bham.ac.uk 
Tel: +44 (0) 121 414 6258 

Jacki Davis  is Communications Director at the European Policy Centre (EPC), 
a leading Brussels-based think tank. She is also a regular commentator on EU 
affairs on both radio and television. Jacki started her career in journalism in 
1984 on a local weekly newspaper and moved to Brussels in 1992 as EU 
correspondent for the Daily Mail. Between 1995 and 2000, she was editor of 
European Voice, a Brussels-based weekly newspaper on EU affairs owned by 
The Economist Group. Between 2001 and 2005. she was editor-in-chief of 
E!Sharp, a bimonthly magazine on EU issues. In  the context of the European 
Year of Creativity and Innovation, the EPC is engaged in series of reflection 
debates held in Brussels (see: 
http://www.create2009.europa.eu/index_en/debates.html) 
 
 
Email: J.Davis@epc.eu 
+32 (0)2 286 9379 
Web: www.epc.eu 
 

Dr. Olga Gritsai is manager of the ACRE project (Accommodating 
Creative Knowledge – Competitiveness of European Metropolitan 
Regions within the Enlarged Union), which is financed under the 7th EU 
Framework Programme for research.  ACRE involves 13 metropolitan 
regions in 12 EU countries and is coordinated by the University of 
Amsterdam Institute for Metropolitan and International Development 
Studies. Educated at the Moscow University, Mrs Gristsai has a record 
of working in both East- and West-European research organisations and 
held positions at the Universities of Hamburg and Munich.  
 
E-mail: o.gritsai@uva.nl 
Phone: +31 20 525.4044; +31 23 528.2955 
Web: http://www2.fmg.uva.nl/acre/ 
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Monday, 20 April 2009, 10:15-12:15  
Committee of the Regions, Rue Belliard 101, room 52  (5th floor) 
 
Moderator: Jacki Davis (see previous page) 
 
Interpretation will be provided from/into English, French, German and Spanish. 
 
Panellists 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Julián Sánchez Pingarrón, born in 1954, is Regional Minister of 
Territorial and Urban Development of Castilla-La Mancha since 2007. As 
an economist with specialisation in planning he held several posts in the 
regional government of Castilla-La Mancha among which President of 
the Institute of Finance and Adviser of the Society of Industrial 
Development. Since June 2004, he is Director-General of Infrastructure.  
 
Phone: +34 925 26 69 00 
Emails: cotyv@jccm.es; ifelpeto@jccm.es 
Web: http://otv.jccm.es/ 

Mia Hägg born 1970, is a Swedish architect running an office in 
Paris called Habiter Autrement (HA). After completing her 
studies in Gothenburg and Paris, she collaborated with Ateliers 
Jean Nouvel (AJN) from1998 through 2001 on various projects. 
Her collaboration with Herzog & de Meuron began in 2002. In 
2003 she became Project Manager for the National Stadium of 
the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing. In 2005 she became an 
Associate of the firm. In January 2007 she founded her office. 
That same year HA was rewarded first prize by for five upscale 
housing projects in Bordeaux in collaboration with AJN. HA was 
also appointed a direct commission for a large Master Plan 
including 2000 housing units, commercial and public 
equipments in Toledo, Spain. The office was selected by 
Jacques Herzog to participate in the Ordos 100 to design a villa 
in inner Mongolia in collaboration with the Swiss office SKA. HA 
was recently commissioned an Energy Pavilion for the 
Stockholm Exhibition 2010 and was awarded Honorable 
Mention in the  international Master Plan competition for the 100 
ha Årsta Field. During 2008 HA developed a proposal for the 
main traffic hub of Stockholm, Slussen, in collaboration with 
AJN. 

Lotta Lekvall is Director of Nätverkstan, a Cultural Organisation in 
Sweden. The organisation has for several years focused on 
entrepreneurship within arts and culture and on how viable art 
organisations can be built within this field. Lotta Lekvall is also Vice-
President of Encatc, a European Network of Cultural Administration 
Training Centres, and board member of The Arts Grants Committee in 
Sweden.  
Email: lotta.lekvall@natverkstan.net 
Web: http://www.encatc.org 
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Dieter Gorny, born in 1953, is musician (bass, piano) and media 
manager and the Artistic Director of the ‘Creative City’ in the 
context of the ‘Cultural Capital Ruhr 2010’. Following positions in 
orchestras and as a teacher for music, he entered into media 
management and founded, e.g. the Popkomm, the biggest 
German music fair in 1989, and VIVA, a German music TV station 
in 1993, and became Vice-President of MTV (until 2006). He 
holds several functions in music, film and media foundations and 
is part-time professor for culture and media sciences in 
Düsseldorf. 
Email: dieter.gorny@ruhr2010.de 
Web: http://www.ruhr2010.de/ 

Dominique Roynette,  Communication Director of the Regional Council 
of Pays de la Loire, France, presenting "Design’in Pays de la Loire" 
Phone : +33 2 28 20 50 00 
Email: Dominique.roynette@paysdelaloire.fr 
Web: http://www.designin.paysdelaloire.fr/ 

Juliet Williams  is Chair of the South West Regional Development 
Agency and leads the management of the relationship with the 
Department of Culture Media and Sport on behalf of all the English 
Regions, with particular emphasis on the tourism and visitor economy, 
the Creative Industries and London 2012. Juliet is a graduate of London 
and Cambridge universities, a qualified teacher and spent her early 
career in publishing. She became editor of The Geographical Magazine 
before spending seventeen years as chief executive of high growth 
companies in the creative industries where she grew 'one of the 100 
best companies to work for in the UK'. She is a  specialist in the 
management of change in organisational behaviour and the matching 
of  business culture to customer expectation.  Juliet teaches 
Workplace MarketingTM to MBA students at universities in the UK E 
mail: epalmer@southwestuk.be   
Web: www.southwestuk.eu 
Web: http://www.southwestrda.org.uk/ 

Jörgen Svensson  is a Swedish artist based in Göteborg. His work 
is mainly based on three areas. The first one are those 
pieces/works he has done for galleries, museums and 
exhibition/art halls. The second encompasses teaching, lectures 
and consulting while the third area is about various projects, where 
many have taken place in general public forums and not in 
traditional art arenas. Because of their size and complex nature, 
the projects have dominated his work since the middle of the 90s. 
Jörgen Svensson has been described as an avant/pioneer within 
project-based art having socio-political character.  
E-mail: jorgen.svensson3@telia.com;  
phone: +46 7733225674. 
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Vlastimil Vesely  is CEO at the FIRST Innovation Park ‘Brnopolis’, 
in Brno, Czech Republic, an ideas laboratory for the creative class. 
The special target group are expatriates living, working or studying 
in Brno. In addition to expats, Bronpolis is looking for people with 
strong relation to Brno living abroad and partners for networking 
with Vienna and Bratislava creative hubs.  
Email: vesely@park.cz 
Phone: +420 541 143 039, mobile: +420 603 281 381 
Web: http://www.park.cz/eng 
 



 22

 
Monday, 20 April 2009, 17:00-18:00 
Committee of the Regions, Atrium 5 th floor 
 
This debate will be held in English only. 
 
Moderator 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Panellists 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Karlheinz Brandenburg , born 1954, is professor at the Institute for 
Media Technology and director of the Fraunhofer Institute for Digital 
Media Technology in Ilmenau, Germany. Following studies of 
electrical engineering and mathematics, his research results 
provided the basis of MPEG-1 Layer 3 (mp3), MPEG-2 Advanced 
Audio Coding (AAC) and most other modern audio compression 
schemes. Mr Brandenburg is ‘Ambassador of the ‘European Year of 
Creativity and Innovation 2009’.  
 
Email: katrin.pursche@idmt.fraunhofer.de 
Phone +49(0)36 77/4 67-3 12  
Web: http://www.idmt.fraunhofer.de 
 

Ján Figel’,  born 1960 in Vranov nad Toplou, Slovakia, is 
Member of the European Commission and responsible for 
Education, Training, Culture and Youth. Being an engineer, 
he was member of the National Council of the Slovak 
Republic and Chef Negotiator for the country’s accession to 
the EU. The ‘European Year of Creativity and Innovation 
2009’ is organised under the responsibility of Mr Figel’. 
 
Mr Kossey, Member of the Cabinet 
pavol.kossey@ec.europa.eu 

Jacki Davis  is Communications Director at the European Policy Centre (EPC), a 
leading Brussels-based think tank. She is also a regular commentator on EU 
affairs on both radio and television.  Jacki started her career in journalism in 1984 
on a local weekly newspaper and moved to Brussels in 1992 as EU 
correspondent for the Daily Mail. Between 1995 and 2000, she was editor of 
European Voice, a Brussels-based weekly newspaper on EU affairs owned by 
The Economist Group. Between 2001 and 2005. she was editor-in-chief of 
E!Sharp, a bimonthly magazine on EU issues. In  the context of the European 
Year of Creativity and Innovation, the EPC is engaged in series of reflection 
debates held in Brussels (see:  
http://www.create2009.europa.eu/index_en/debates.html) 
 
Email: J.Davis@epc.eu 
Phone: + 32 (0)2 286 9379. 
Web: www.epc.eu 
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Damini Kumar,  is a 32 years-old designer, inventor and 
professor at the National University of Ireland, Maynooth, where 
she heads a programme on product design. She studied 
mechanical engineering and product design. Ms Kumar is 
recognised for inventing the world’s first non-drip tea pot in 1998 
and has a number of prestigious achievements to her name 
including 2001 Young British Female Inventor of the Year and 
Asian Young Achiever of the Year in 2006. Ms Kumar is 
‘Ambassador of the European Year of Creativity and Innovation 
2009’.  
 
Email: damini.kumar@eeng.nuim.ie;  
Phone: +35317086067 
Web: www.productdesign.ie 
 
 

Blanka � íhová,  born in 1942 in Prague, is professor in 
microbiology and specialised in immunology. She is 
member of several international organisations and 
societies, among which the European Science Foundation, 
and received numerous awards for her research. Mrs 
� íhová is ‘Ambassador of the European Year of Creativity 
and Innovation 2009’.  

Phone:  +420 2 41062345 

András Szalay , born in 1954 in Veszprém, Hungary, is Member of the 
Committee of the Regions and its ’Committe on Education’ where he 
specialised on the ‘European e-Inclusion strategy’.  As an engineer and 
economist he holds a chairman position of the MAG-Hungarian Centre of 
Economic Development since 2007 and was engaged in the field of 
regional development and innovation, for example as the director of the 
Veszprém Regional Innovation Centre.  
szalay.andras@gov.veszprem.hu 
Mobile phone: +36-70-4574634 
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Tuesday, 21 April 2009, 12:00-13:30 
Halles de Tanneurs, 58-62 rue des Tanneurs, 1000 Br uxelles 
Map: http://www.ateliersdestanneurs.be/index.cfm?Content _ID=6436695 
 
Interpretation will be provided from/into Dutch, French and English 
 
Moderator 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Panellists 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pascal Cools, General Manager of Flanders District of Creativity, 
Leuven, studied law and international relations. In 1997, he started to 
work at the IT and management consultancy, Accenture, known then as 
Andersen Consulting. As a project manager, Pascal was involved in 
different large-scale change and optimisation projects for clients from 
both the private and public sectors. After 8 years at Accenture, Pascal 
took the leap in 2005 and joined the then recently founded Flanders DC. 
He has been the General Manager since April 2007. 
 
pascal.cools@flandersdc.be 
Phone: +32 16 24 88 24 
Web: www.flandersdc.be 

Philippe Kern  studied law in Strasbourg and Paris and at the College of 
Europe in Bruges. He is the founder and managing director of KEA 
European Affairs. He has 20 years' experience in the world of creative 
industries. Philippe Kern has lead a range of research and strategy 
programs at European level on creative issues, notably for the European 
Commission and the European Parliament.  Kern was former Director of 
Public and Legal Affairs of PolyGram and head of the IFPI Brussels 
office. He is the founder and secretary general of the European Film 
Companies Alliance (EFCA), of the Independent Music Companies 
Association (IMPALA) and e-films and member of the board of the 
European Film College. In October 2006, KEA published a study on the 
‘economy of culture in Europe’ stating that the sector contributed 2.6% to 
the GDP of the EU and employed 5.8 million people (figures for 
2003/04).  The European Commission entrusted KEA another study on 
the ‘contribution of culture to creativity’ which will be published in 2009. 

philippe.kern@keanet.eu 
Phone: + 32 2 289 26 00 
Web: www.keanet.eu 
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Caroline Mierop , Director of the National Superior School of Visual Arts, La Cambre, 
Brussels,  
+32 2 626 17 80 
direction@lacambre.be 
Web: http://www.lacambre.be 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Prof. Dr. Michel Quevit  is Professor of Regional Development at the 
University of Louvain-la-Neuve and Managing Director of RIDER II 
(Regional networks, innovation d Development). He is a specialist in 
regional development and frequently has been invited to work with the 
European Commission. He is a founder member of the European SPACE 
platform – the Platform for the diffusion of the performing arts in Europe. 
michel.quevit@win.be 

Myriam Pelzer  is head of office of the Representation of the German speaking 
Community of Belgium. After her studies of public administration at the University 
of Liege, ULG, she joined the Ministry of the German speaking Community in 
1988. Since 2004  she works as representative of the region in the Belgian and 
European Capital. The Representation is part of the external relations service 
within the administration. She is engaged in the field of regional and cross-border 
cooperation. As representative in Brussels she is also member and Vice-president 
of the German and French-speaking UNESCO commission and responsible for 
the Commission's Europe Direct Information relay in Eupen.  
Phone: +32 2 502 30 80 
E-mail: myriam.pelzer@dgov.be 

Dominique Barthélémy  est Directeur général des Affaires générales et de 
l’Audit budgétaire et financier au Ministère de la Communauté française 
depuis septembre 2008. Il est licencié en philologie romane et agrégé de 
l’enseignement secondaire supérieur de l’Université de Liège (ULg). Après 
trois années comme enseignant dans l’enseignement secondaire et supérieur 
de type court, il rentre au Ministère de l’Éducation nationale en octobre 1983 
où il s’occupe de la formation continue de perfectionnement des maîtres. 
Ancien élève de la Promotion Gambetta (1991-1992) à l’ENA, il est directeur 
des Relations internationales du Ministère de la Communauté française 
depuis 1997. Dans ce cadre, il participe aux Comités de l’éducation de l’Union 
européenne et de l’OCDE, il a été Président du Comité de l’éducation du 
Conseil de l’Europe, il s’investit dans plusieurs groupes de travail en lien avec 
le processus Education & Formation 2010, il est, également, correspondant 
national auprès d’Eurydice et de la Confemen (francophonie).  
Dominique.barthelemy@cfwb.be 
+ 32 (0)2 413 36 17    
 

Claude Lepere , Competitive Intelligence Manager, ASE, 
Economic Development Agency, Wallonia, Liège  
DJa@as-e.be; +32 (0)4/220 51 02 
Web: http://www.as-e.be 
 
 

Claude LEPERE studied Management at the HEC-Management School of the 
University of Liege (ULG). He then worked during two years as a Researcher for 
the Arcelor Chair of Innovation Strategy. The aim of this research project was to 
identify the fields of activity which could become established in the Walloon region 
in the future in a sustainable way, by valuing at most the location and the 
available resources. In 2007 he graduated in Competitive Strategies for Dynamic 
Environments and Economic Geography at Boston University (BU), USA. He has 
been working for two years on a project focusing on Competitive Intelligence in 
SME’s at the Economic Development Agency (Agence de Stimulation 
Economique). 
cle@as-e.be; +32 (0)4/220 51 02 
Web: http://www.as-e.be 
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Tuesday, 21 April 2009, 15:00-16:00 
European Parliament, Hemicycle, Rue Wiertz 
 
Interpretation will be provided from/into all official EU languages 
 
Welcome: Luc van den Brande, President of the Committee of the Regions 
 
Keynote Addresses 
 

Manuela Kerer, 'Young European Talent', composer, was born in Brixen 
(Southtyrol) Italy, in 1980, graduated in composition in 2007 after getting 
my degrees in violin (2004), psychology (2005) and law (2004) at the 
University of Innsbruck. My works range from orchestral- to solo-pieces, 
chamber to vocal music and Opera. I love to compose for children. Aside I 
am doing a PhD at Medical University (Music and Alzheimer) and at Law 
University (Composer’s rights). Awards: “Intellectually gifted-award” 
(Rotary), Austrian bursary for composition 2008, Gustav-Mahler 2008, 
Innsbruck’s Composition Prize 2009, Prize- commission for a short opera 
„adevantgarde” Munich 2009, “Scholarship Richard Wagner”. 

 
Ramona P � tr �� canu,  'Young European Talent', Futurelab Associate and 
IAA YP Romania Vice-President. Moldavan by origin, born in Constan�a in 
1986 and living in Bucharest, Romania, I began working in interactive back 
when Web 2.0 was only a concept in the local market. Through time, I have 
helped companies such as IBM, Microsoft, Romtelecom, Adobe, UTI, 
Nestle or Ursus Brewries get their message across by use of the Internet. I 
worked on projects that secured Unilever the title Romanian Webvertiser of 
the Year in 2007, and developed online campaigns that got Coca-Cola the 
same title in 2008.  I am currently an Associate of Futurelab 
(www.futurelab.net), a marketing strategy consultancy with a focus on 
profit, customer centricity and innovation, heading up the office in 
Romania. My specialty is digital marketing. I am also Vice-President of the 
International Advertising Association - Young Professionals, Romanian 
Chapter (IAA YP). 

 
Rosa Stourac McCreery,  'Young European Talent', Circus and Theatre 
Performer, Facilitator and Director. Rosa was born in London in 1980, and 
studied performing arts at Middlesex University, RESAD, Madrid, and Ecole 
International Jacques Lecoq, Paris.  Rosa has developed her practice to use 
her theatre skills in a youth and community setting, working with marginalised 
people; refugees and asylum seekers (UK), and street children (West Africa).  
She is a founding member of National Urban Circus Theatres, running the 
only indoor skate park and urban arts centre in the region in a deprived area 
of Newcastle.  The company directors are all under the age of 25, and young 
people’s participation is central to the project.  www.myspace.com/rosadash 

 
Frederico Duarte,  'Young European Talent', design writer and curator. 
Frederico Duarte (Lisbon, 1979) studied communication design in Lisbon and 
worked as a graphic designer in Kuala Lumpur and Treviso. From 2003 to 
2006 he worked in production, communication, research and curation at 
ExperimentaDesign – Lisbon’s design biennale. Having started writing 
regularly on design since 2007, Frederico is now a freelance design writer 
and curator, and a co-author of the book “Fabrico Próprio – the design of 
semi-industrial Portuguese Confectionery”. He is currently a student of the 
Design Criticism MFA program at the School of Visual Arts in New York. 
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Damini Kumar,  is a 32 years-old designer, inventor and professor 
at the national University of Ireland, Maynooth, where she heads a 
programme on product design. She studied mechanical 
engineering and product design. Ms Kumar is recognised for 
inventing the world’s first non-drip tea pot in 1998 and has a 
number of prestigious achievements to her name including 2001 
Young British Female Inventor of the Year and Asian Young 
Achiever of the Year in 2006. Ms Kumar is ‘Ambassador of the 
European Year of Creativity and Innovation 2009’.  
Email: damini.kumar@eeng.nuim.ie;  
Phone: +35317086067 
Web: www.productdesign.ie 

Dr. Birgit Buschmann,  born 1961, government director of the Ministry of 
Economics in Baden-Württemberg, Germany. She is working on business 
location development policies and project coordinator of the “Creativity World 
Forum”. Since 1994, Mrs Buschmann held several positions in economic 
development of small and medium-sized enterprises and start-ups, research 
management, innovation and economic policies. For Baden-Württemberg, 
policies to foster innovation, creativity, cluster development and 
internationalisation of creative industries form a key priority of the region’s 
development strategy. This includes strategic cooperations with other 
European regions and at a global scale. Between 30 November and 3 
December 2009, the Ministry of Economics and the MFG Baden-Württemberg 
will host the ‘Creativity World Forum’ with expected 1,200 participants. 
birgit.buschmann@wm.bwl.de 
Phone +49 711/123-2502 
Web: http://www.creativityworldforum.de/ 
 
 
Klaus Haasis  is CEO at MFG Baden-Württemberg mbH, one of the leading 
Public Innovation agencies in Europe fostering creative industries, ICT and 
the knowledge based economy. He has successfully built up several cluster 
initiatives and networks: the business initiative Baden-Württemberg: 
Connected (bwcon) – nominated best German competence network 2008 
by the German Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology – and the 
Linux Solutions Group (LiSoG) which promotes Linux-based business and 
Open Source Software in German speaking countries. Moreover, Klaus 
Haasis represents the German speaking area in the board of directors of 
TCI – the global practitioners network for competitiveness, clusters and 
innovation.  
Tel.: +49 711 / 90715-370 
Email: haasis@mfg.de 
Web: http://www.mfg-innovation.eu/ 



 28

Creativitiy and Innovation: A background note on th eir European, 
regional and local aspects 
 
The creative economy and the local level 
 
Interest in and the concept of the creative economy emerged in Europe in the 1990s, 
namely in the United Kingdom. The concept of supporting the 'creative class', a term 
introduced by the US economist and sociologist Richard Florida into the debate in 
2002, were quickly adapted at national and regional level in other European 
countries, namely Germany, Austria, and the Nordic countries. Together with the 
parallel debates on regional innovation and clusters, support for the creative sector 
has become part of modern regional and local development policies and attracted 
increasing interest in the world of academia and international organisations.  
 
At European level, the most influential study was carried out by KEA-European 
Affairs in 2006 on behalf of the European Commission, DG Education and Culture. 
Because of the study’s objectives, its scope goes beyond the traditional cultural 
industries  such as cinema, music and publishing. It also includes the media (press, 
radio and television), the creative sectors (such as fashion, interior and product 
design), cultural tourism, as well as the traditional arts fields (performing arts, visual 
arts, and heritage). The study also touches upon the impact of the cultural sector on 
the development of related industries, such as cultural tourism and, perhaps more 
importantly, ICT industries, and explores the links between culture, creativity and 
innovation in this respect. The study found that the sector has an above-average 
growth (1999-2003: 19.7%) and represented in 2003 a turnover of EUR 650 bn 
equivalent to about 2.6% of the EU-25 overall GDP . The sector employed about 5.8 
million or 3.1% of the total employment (2004). These findings were often quoted 
Available at: http://www.keanet.eu/ecoculturepage.html In 2009, the Commission has 
a series of other studies in preparation which will be published soon among which 
one on the 'entrepreneurial dimension of cultural and creative industries' and another 
one on websites within the cultural sector. They aim at stimulating debate and cross-
border exchange of matters concerning European culture. 
 
Philip Cooke and Dafna Schwartz are the editors of a 2007 publication on 'Creative 
Regions: Technology, Culture and Knowledge Entrepreneurship', which is a rich 
collection of papers critically engaging with the role of knowledge and innovation in 
regional and international contexts. The definition issue - what is a creative region? - 
is a central contribution of the editors. For them, creative regions are not simply 
regions with high concentration of creative industries. They are regions where 
knowledge and innovation are linked to different forms of cultural assets and 
entrepreneurship. “Possession of variety of cultural assets in visual arts, music, and 
theatre and so on is a fundamental element of the creative region. However (…) it is 
not the same asset as creative industries. The latter may relate to the former and 
perhaps overlap on occasions, but they are a broader, more diffuse and profitable 
market-oriented platform of related activities whereas the ‘cultural economy’ is often 
not”. This is a very original position as much of the research about ‘creativity’ and 
‘creative regions’ narrowly focuses on concentration and development of creative 
clusters and attraction of the creative class.  
 
In an article published the same year, Ron A. Boschma and Michael Fritsch analyse 
the regional distribution and the effect of people in creative occupations based on 
data from more than 450 regions in eight European countries . They find that the 
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geographic distribution of the creative class is highly uneven and has a positive and 
significant effect on employment growth and new business formation at the regional 
level.  
 
A study carried out by the European Parliament in 2006 on 'financing culture'  found 
the regional and local level Europe in particular responsible for it. These contribute 
Germany 90%, in Spain 80% and in Poland 78% to local culture. In countries like 
Austria, Belgium, Denmark, the Netherlands, Sweden, Portugal, Italy and the United 
Kingdom (England and Scotland), local government expenditure remains higher than 
central while figures for the Central and Eastern European countries still vary 
between 65-70%.  
 

 
 
A policy trend chart published in July 2008 by the 'Pro-Inno' network, which is 
financed by the European Commission's Enterprise and Industry DG, compared 
national and regional creativity programmes  and identified EU-wide three main 
areas of policy debate: broader innovation support, in which creativity is linked to 
innovation, support specifically for the creative industries and support for the 
promotion or harnessing of innovation from a user, customer or employee 
perspective. The report states, that there is an urgent need to explore more 
extensively design, creativity and user-driven innovation within the EU context and to 
undertake efforts to define and identify good practice and to showcase leading 
initiatives from across Europe.  
 
 
Regional innovation 
 
Since the late 1980s, economic theory  understood competitiveness and innovation 
more and more place-based and as part of enterprises' economic, legal, social and 
political environment. Cases of successful regions were studied and it appeared that 
sophisticated institutional settings were able to create a 'business climate' beyond 
subsidies. In recent years, the term ‘open innovation’ linked with the concept of 
‘Living Labs’ gained some influence and was applied by a number of international 
companies. ‘Regional innovation systems’, a term emerging since the early 1990s, 
has attracted interest by economists, political scientists and geographers alike. 
Underpinned by reflections on ‘industrial districts’, ‘clusters’, ‘learning regions’, 
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‘innovative milieu’ and ‘the creative class’, scholars declared the region and social 
relations as the main source of innovation and knowledge-based development paths. 
In 2006, an independent expert group around Esko Aho, the former Prime Minister of 
Finland, published - upon request by the European Council - a report on the creation 
of a more ‘innovative Europe’ including a number of recommendations concerning 
EU instruments such as the structural funds to become ‘the key means to support 
research and innovation capacity’. Following this report, the objective of 3% of GDP 
to be spent at national level on research and innovation became part of the Lisbon 
strategy. 
 
Since years, Eurostat statistics confirm large disparities between EU member states 
and regions in the field of research and development (R&D) and innovation. 
Currently, expenditure on R&D represent an average of 1.84% of the EU-27 GDP  in 
2006, amounting to more than EUR 210 billion, compared with EUR 170 billion in 
2000. Finland and Sweden are the only member states that spend more than 3% of 
their GDP on R&D and only one in ten of the 271 regions in the EU currently reach 
the 3% target. More than 100 regions spend less than 1%, the majority of which are 
in southern Europe and the new member states. Highest R&D intensity in the EU-27 
was registered in Sweden (3.82% of GDP) and Finland (3.45%), followed by 
Germany (2.51%), Austria (2.45%) and Denmark (2.43%). Member states with the 
lowest R&D intensity were Cyprus (0.42%), Romania (0.46%), Bulgaria (0.48%) and 
Slovakia (0.49%). The highest increases in R&D intensity between 2000 and 2006 
were found in Austria (from 1.91% to 2.45%), Estonia (from 0.61% to 1.14%) and the 
Czech Republic (from 1.21% to 1.54%). Together, Germany (EUR 58 billion in 2006), 
France (38 billion) and the United Kingdom (32 billion in 2005) spent around 60% of 
total R&D expenditure in the EU27. The same pattern can be observed as regards 
the performance of regions in terms of innovation. 86 EU regions home to 123 million 
people have an innovative performance below the EU average, the great majority 
being located in the new member states, Spain, Greece, Portugal and southern Italy. 
At the same time other European regions, particularly in Sweden, Germany and 
Finland, have higher levels of innovation than the United States or Japan.  
 
In 2006, employment statistics saw more than 14 million people employed in EU-27 
in medium and high-tech manufacturing, the equivalent of 6.6% of total employment. 
In absolute figures, the leading region was Lombardy in Italy with 448 000 people 
employed in 2006, followed by Stuttgart in Germany (377 000) and Cataluña in Spain 
(286 000). Germany dominated the top 20 list with eleven regions, followed by Italy 
(5) and France (2). In relative terms, Stuttgart had the highest employment in high- 
and medium high-tech manufacturing with 19.9% of total employment, followed by 
Karlsruhe (17.2%) also in Germany. In the top 20 list, Germany had eleven regions, 
including the eight highest positions, followed by the Czech Republic (4), France and 
Hungary (2 each). 
 
Based on methodology and indicators used for the ‘European Innovation 
Scoreboard’, an initiative of the European Commission’s Enterprise DG since 2000, 
European ‘Regional Innovation Scoreboards’  (RIS) were published in 2002, 2004 
and 2006. These and similar sources confirm the following trends across member 
states and regions: The levels of public and private expenditure, employment and 
support for innovation performance indicate the existence four country groups, the 
‘leaders’ (Denmark, Finland, Germany, Sweden, and the UK) with innovation 
performance well above that of the EU27, the ‘followers’ (Austria, Belgium, France, 
Ireland, Luxembourg and the Netherlands) with innovation performance just above 
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the average, the ‘moderate’ innovators (Cyprus, Estonia, Iceland, Slovenia, Czech 
Republic, Greece, Italy, Portugal and Spain) with innovation performance just below 
the average, finally, the ‘catching-up’ countries (Bulgaria, Croatia, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Romania, Slovakia) where innovation performance is well 
below the EU average. Most countries of the later two groups could increase their 
performance in the last five years in the order of 3 to 7%.1 
 

 

 
 
 

                                                 
1 Inno Metrics (2009): European Innovation Scoreboard 2008; see: http://www.proinno-
europe.eu/metrics 
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The by far most important investment from EU sources for innovation with above EUR 
86 billion for the period between 2007 and 2013 is coming from the structural funds . 
Innovation expenditure under these funds is split into four categories: Research, 
technological development and innovation; entrepreneurship; innovative information 
and communication technologies; human capital. About two thirds of the total allocation 
is earmarked for the first category usually referring to research centres and other 
infrastructure and research activities carried out by firms. Countries with highest 
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relative allocations are Denmark (69.2% of total resources), followed by Finland (54%), 
Sweden (45.6%), Austria (49.1%), the Netherlands (48.7%) and the United Kingdom 
(44.8%). In absolute terms, Poland (EUR 14.2 billion), Italy (EUR 9.4 billion), Spain 
(EUR 9 billion) and Germany (EUR 8.4 billion) are the countries with highest 
expenditure objectives.  
 
In addition, the following activities at EU level in the field are worth mentioning: 
 
·  The 'CIP' (Competitiveness and Innovation Programme) managed by the 

European Commission’s Enterprise and Industry DG, the specific 
'Entrepreneurship and Innovation Programme' (EIP), supports innovation and 
small and medium-sized enterprises with a budget of EUR 2.2 billion over the 
period 2007-13.  

 
·  The 'European Institute of Innovation and Technology' (EIT) in Budapest launched 

the EIT's activities, namely implementing 'Knowledge and Innovation 
Communities' (KICs) in September 2008. The later are excellence-driven 
partnerships between universities, research organisations, companies and other 
innovation stakeholders. 

 
·  The 'IRE' network (Innovating Regions in Europe) exists since the mid 1990s, 

received support from the European Commission and comprises more than 250 
regions in order to facilitate exchange of good practice in regional innovation.  

 
·  The 'PRO-INNO' initiative of the European Commission’s Enterprise and Industry 

DG provides analysis, learning and development on innovation policies. 
 
·  'Europe INNOVA', a project funded under the 6th Framework Programme for 

Research, informs and mobilises key stakeholders in the field of entrepreneurial 
innovation. 

 
·  The 'European Regions Research and Innovation Network' (ERRIN) is designed 

to help regional actors participate fully and effectively in the European Research 
Area.  

 
The debate at the level of the EU institutions  
 
In November 2006 and May 2007, the Council drew conclusions in particular as 
regards the contribution of the cultural and creative sectors to the achievement of the 
Lisbon objective sand finally adopted a resolution in November 2007 on a 'European 
agenda for culture' which refers as well to the creative industries. Apart from regular 
opinions, the European Parliament published two reports in recent years on 
‘Financing arts and culture in the European Union’ (November 2006) and on ‘Cultural 
Industries in Europe’ (March 2008). Finally at the level of the European Commission, 
a Communication on a 'European agenda for culture in a globalising world' was 
adopted in 2007. 
 
In recent years, the opinions and reports of the Committee of the Regions' 
Commissions on Economic and Social Policy and on Education have repeatedly 
underlined the importance of public support and public-private partnerships to foster 
creativity, innovation, competitiveness at local and regional level. In this context, the 
role of policies supporting clusters and facilitating networking between the different 
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social players involved in creating, transmitting and applying knowledge have been 
highlighted as well. In addition, the role of educational institutions, in particular 
universities, for innovation as well as the one of culture, new technologies and e-
content, were subject tio numerous reports and opinions.  


